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REV, xiv. 1 Ze 


AND I HEARD A VOICE, FROM HEAVEN SAYING. un- 
TO ME, WRITE, BLESSED ARE THE. DEAD. WHICH: 

DIE IN "THE LORD, FROM HENCEFORTH, ;. EA, 
SAITH 'THE SPIRIT, THAT THEY MAY. REST- FROM 
THEIR LABORS 3 AND THEIR WORKS Do FOLLOW- 
THAN, 


univerſal. In the human breaſt it is a. 
firſt, a leading principle—A principle, 
-which is coeval with our exiſtance: 


out, at the ſame time, renouncing hu- 


manity. Accordingly, all mankind, 
foe theſe fx thouſand. years, have been in ſearch after 


| 3 in the general deſire of which the fall 


e no alteration, though it has miſerably pervert- 
ed our notions of it. In this, the ſons of men, when, 
left to 55 on ee are unhappily miſtaken.— 

For alas f to ſeek for bliſs where it is. 
not o 85 — 5 ane ſhun the place where, it is.—, 


HE defire of happineſs is natural and | 


and which we cannot renounce, with 
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Thus, they are ex into a thouſand defires, 

2236 3 as many different objects, and their hearts are 

. iſtracted and divided. 

Ĩuõ0 enlighten and rectify our notions of human 
| felicity, is the buſineſs of real religion. Fel ion 
ſeeks to correct our falſe opinions, and to direct us 
Fo the ſtraight and certain, though narrow way, that 

ads to life, felicity and glory. Its opinion, there- 

fore, differs widely from that of the world. 

BLEsSED, in the account of the world, are thoſe 
who live in affluence, pleaſure and eaſe; who have 
the means of gratifying every appetite; and who 
withhold not from themſelves any joy. Bleſſed, will 

. worldly minded men ſay, are thoſe who are permitted 
to prolong life to its lateſt date. But more eſpecial- 
ly bleſſed, would the ſenſual and ungodly ſinners ac- 
count chemſelves, if they might be allowed to ſpend 
their immortality on earth. Theſe men are apt to 

fancy, that could they make their worldly proſperity 
eternal, they would be eternally happy. 

Vexy different from this, is the language of the 
Spirit of God. Bleſſed, in the account of that un- 

. erring, all-diſcerning Judge, are they, © whoſe finsare 

| pardoned, whoſe tranſgreſſions are forgiven. Yea, 
bleſſed are the men, to whom the Lord will — 
pute 5. % ; 

Ix the goſpel of Matthew is found a colle&ion W- 
characters, upon whom the divine benediction is 
pronounced; And to that collection, the text ſob-, 
Joins its ſacred declaration. * Bleſſed a are the dead 
which die in the Lord.” 

sx this myſterious book, the Spirit by the reve oY 
tor, depictures the awful iſſue of an impenitent con- 

tinuance in the ways of ſin; and fixes on the human? 

mind, deep impreſſions of the triumphs o of the right⸗ 

15 * and the bleſſedneſs of the redeemed. 


Fam xxxT. 1, 2. 
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The phraſe, of conſequetice, which we now cheditare, 
is applicable to any pætſuns who die, united to che 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt. 

You need not be told that I now think of ſome- 
thing, far different from that union which is viſible, 
ot by profeſſion only. , Viſible union, I acknowl- 
edge, 1s not without its bleſſings. Hence we are dif- 
tingutſhed from the reſt of the world. We enjoy a 
right to the means of grace. We have acceſs to the 
word and ordinances of Chriſt, And hence the 
Church becomes entitled to his preſence, who walks. 
in the midſt of the golden candleſticks. But when 
I ſpeak of union to the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, as funda- 
mental to future bliſs, I would be underſtood to in- 
tend, that union, which is connected with real, inter- 
nal, everlaſting bleſſings, and which muſt of neceſſity 
be real, vital, ſpiritual and everlaſting :—a union, 
which is effects by the creative energy of the holy 
Spirit. To accompliſh this unien, the Spirit of all 
revealed truth, preſents to the ſinner's mind, that 
glorious Ohtift which the goſpel freely offers, and at 
the ſame time, effectually touches the will, loſing it 
from its natural engagements and bondage, and 
turning it to ſpiritual and holy objects. When by 
the ageficy of the holy Ghoſt, the will is thus Joſ- 
ed, ir determines all for Chriſt—makes * an ardent 
choice of Him as a ſeen, complete Redeemer ; on him 
the ſovl moſt freely reſts, and in him the affections 
immediately centre. The will, thus bowed to chooſe 
and embrace Jeſus Chriſt, in all his offices, truſts in 
hint alone, well pleaſed with his way of faving ſin- 
ners and yesrning for his whole ſalvation. On this 
important moment, Jeſus the Divine bridegroom 
eſpouſes the believer to himſelf. To him the ſoul 
becomes united And in his great redemption, the 
new-born child of God is intereſted, 

B 
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_ _ * Secn is that work of divine grace, by which ſouls 
are regenerated and fo united to the Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt. Such is that union which is thus effect 
ed. Thoſe who are thus united to Chriſt, are 
the perſons who at death, die in the Lord. And 
theſe, it follows, are the characters alluded to in 
my text. 5 FVV 5 
I am not unaware, that it has been argued by 
ſome, that the text refers to the noble army of 
Martyrs who have been called to ſuffer unto death, 
and under the hand of cruel perſecution to ſeal and 
witneſs their religion with their blood, and theſe, it 
is aſſerted, are the characters intended—theſe the 
perſons who die in the Lord. Nor am I unaware 
of the force of the eriticiſm, upon which this opinion 
is reſted. It is admitted, that the prepoſition, en, 
rendered in,. —“ in the Lord,” —often ſignifies for ; 
as in the firſt epiſtle of. Peter, iv. 14— “ If ye 
be reproached for the name of Chriſt, happy are 
= - | 
Tus righteous God will moſt aſſuredly reward the 
virtue.and the ſufferings of thoſe holy men, who 
have bled and died in the cauſe of religion. Such 
as are put to death for adhering to the Lord Jeſus 
. Chriſt, ſhall not be loſers. They ſhall be bleſſ- 
ed; not only on account of that glory into 
which they ſhall paſs, but of that reſt, which their 
death ſhall give them, from the troubles and calami- 
ties of perſecution. | | 3 
Bur I cannot ſee reaſon for reſtricting this ani- 
mating defcription of the happineſs of Saints in 
- death, to Martyrs in general, nor even to the holy 
Prophets and Apoſtles, who were put to the moſt 
excruciating torture for the ſake of their religion, 
1 hough the ſacred ſcriptures have given the moſt 


* EN ONOMATI CHRISTOU, 


e eee, 
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3 ample teſtimony that thoſe who die for the ſake of 


Chriſt and his cauſe, ſhall be bleſſed in their death; 


yet, bliſs in death, does not belong to them, exclu- 


ſively of other Chriſtians. : 
As all real Chriſtians are reconciled to God by 
Jeſus Chriſt, and vitally united to him who is the 


author and the finiſher of faith; they all have founded 


for them a valid title to dying in the Lord. On that 
memorable day in which their ſouls were married ta 
Jeſus Chriſt, their title to bliſs in death and after it 


for ever, was judicially recognized, by God their 


Bridegroom's father. All that work of grace which 
is then begun and will be carried on by means of 
the word and providence of God, is deſigned to pre- 
pare the humble Chriſtian for his change, and give 

im a glorious advantage in the conflict with death. 
When the human conſtitution is breaking up, when 
every reſource which nature has opened begins to 
fail, and the immortal ſpirit is juſt upon the point of 
launching into eternity—in this all-important ma- 
ment, the man of true religion, is calm and com- 
poſed. —Yes, his ſoul is comforted with the enliv- 
ening preſence af the redeeming Jeſus, This is the 


happy diſtinction to which all thoſe divine ſouls . 


are entitled, who now are ſavingly united to the 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt. Dying in the Lord, they poſ- 
ſeſs thoſe hopes and joys which religion alone can 


inſpire. 


| From that general view which has thus been 


_ of this ſubject, it is eaſy to infer the following 
ings, | 
1. THAT to die in the Lord, is to meet death in 


a ſtate of peace with God, and of ſubjection of heart 


to his holy will. Nothing but real inward Chriſt- 
ianity can ſecure us bliſs in death. And nothing 


can be called, real, inward Chriſtianity ; but that 


„ 1 
1 


vil rolves th | won of the here 09 fg 
love,of God—to faith in Jeſus as our Mediator and 


Advocate—to an humble reliance” on the merit 


at peace with God ; 2 


between the diſcouragements of timorous Chriſtians, 


guilty 


part, the ſtorm after a while ſubſides, and peace is 
reſtored to the troubled breaſt. Mark the perfect 
man and behold the upright, for the end of that 
man is peace. I mean not to aſſert thas all thoſe, 
who are Chriſtians indeed, are 'rapt to the higheſt. 
extacy with future proſpects. But thus much, I 
think muſt be admitred, chat all ſincere * , upon, 

the faith of the. goſpel,and a ſerious review:of their 
own caſe and ſtate, will ſee reaſon for calmneſs and 


am AxxVII, % — hh 


ce 
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compoſure. A Free reſſectian upon the great 

truths of the goſpel will ſuſtain the uprighit heart. 
| believing apprehenſion of the gloriaus promiſes 
Of the bible, muſt ceyiye the languid Chriſtian, re- 
cancile his mind to the will al Cod, and inſpire it 
E a ſweet ſerenity. 

3. To die in the Lard; is to paſs the Jordan of 
degth, ſupported by goſpel faith. Glorious things 
are ſaid o the grace of faith, in the facred ſcriptures. 
Faith is the victory which avercomes the world. 
And through faith the feeble ſaint „ waxes valiant 

in fight, turning to flight the armies of the aliens.“ 

- Fairy has to conquer through the open violence ; 
and the (ly | intrigues of all its enemies. In this man- 
ner, Chriſtians in former days overcame. ' And thus, 
Chriſtians, you muſt conquer ſtil. The field of bat- 
tle is the ſame, faith's enemies the ſame, aur ſinful | 
atures, perſonal impotence, urgent neceflifies and 
Almighty helper, all the ſame: ->: : = 
Bor it is in death, eſpecially, that ene faith is | 
victorious. There it conquers, the conqueror. * Its " 

| thield not only quenches the fiery darts of the ad- | 

verſary, it repels the arrows of death. Never ist 
uſefulneſs and importance of faith, more fully real- 

ijazed, than in the cloſing ſcene of life. The glories 

of this grace, are exhibited with additional Tultre, 

in the dying Chriſtian, who fearleſsly enters the j 
valley of the ſhadow of death. The ſtrength and | 
ſupport which faith communicates to the expiring ._ _ 
child of God, moſt ſenſibly diſcover ' its genuine wk 
worth. Like a ray from heaven, faith enlightens rhe 6. 
believer's'path, through the darkfome vale of death, | 
and enables him to behold the hills of ſalvation 

which lie beyond. Here we ſee the waters of this 

Jordan parted by faith, and- the Chriſtian paſſing 


* ned. x1. 96 | T5 


— 
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compoſedly forward, to take poſſeſſion of the prom- 


ifed land. - When preſumptuous unbelievers are 
buried ip the _— waters, faith conducts the be- 
liever through the foaming waves, always in peace 
and ſometimes in triumph. Tes, and then, faith 
gives poſſeſſion of that bliſsful inheritance which ce 
lively poet ſo ſweetly deſcribes.— | 


« There is a land of pure delight, 
Where ſaints immortal reign ; 

Infinite day excludes the night, 
And pleaſures baniſh pain. 


Sweet fields beyond the ſwelling flood, 
Stand dreſi d in living green: 
So to the Jews old Can an flood, 
| While Jordan rall d between.” 


FinALLY, to die in the Lord, is to leave the 
ſtage of this world in the triumphs of faith. This 


is the happineſs of ſome Chriſtians. They can ſay, 


«© we know whom we have believed, and we are 
1 that he is able to keep that which we 

ave committed unto. him againſt that day.“ “ — 
« They are ſealed with the ſpirit. of promiſe”f— 
Happy ſouls ! Glorious ſtate ! It is heaven brought 
down and begun on earth. How fully does every 
fuch death witneſs the truth of the religion of Chriſt, 
and recommend it to the world! How animating 
the language of the Chriſtian taking leave of the 
world and all in it! In theſe, or words like theſe, 
he pours out the fulneſs of his heart. The ſcenes 
of life are paſſing away, but I do not regret their 
: *2 Tim. 1, 12. + Eph, 1. 13. 


* 
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loſs: Death is faſt approaching; but I am not 
afraid to die. The ſovereign God of grace, if I any 
not greatly deceived, has put the matter of my ſafe- 
ty in Chriſt, out of all doubt to my ſoul. He has 
ſhewed me his glory in the face of Chriſt: And O 
how raviſhing ! how tranſporting! All other glory 
is meanneſs, all other beauty, mere deſormity com- 
ared with it. Never, never did the perſon of 
hriſt appear to me more lovely more heavenly— 
more divine. My fleſh and my heart cry out for 
him. He is my all in all. I fee in him, all I want 
all I need—all I deſire. His office- fulneſs con- 
tains all my treaſure; and my heart gives up all for 
this pearl. Never did I fee the goſpel way more 
| plain—more worthy of God, or fafe for wan. 
ever did my ſoul more freely, nor more fully 
chooſe the ſalvation which it reveals. I now deſire 
to die, laying my hand, and reſting my ſoul; upon 
that goſpel forever. Here, on this rock I repoſe 
ſecurely. And hete the ſweet peace of God poſſeſſes 
all my foul. Now could I triumph in the Lord 
my righteouſneſs, even were I ſtanding at the bar 
of God. For Jeſus and his divine blood is. all my 
ranſom—Jeſus and his all- perfect righteonſneſs my 
only refuge. This ranſom and this refuge will I 
plead at the throne of grace, before the ſeat of Judg- 
ment. . O the riches of the grace of God! The 
freeneſs of his love! The fulnefs of his mercy! It 
ſtrikes me dumb! Angels ſpeak my thoughts! 
Eternity will be ſhort enough to expreſs my grati- 
tude and celebrate his praiſe.” 33 MF. 
Wr proceed now to the next object of this diſs + 
courſe, which is, 8457 
2. By ſome plain arguments to prove that thoſe 
who die in the Lord are bleſſed. Upon this pitt 
of my theme I mean not to detain you long. It is 
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uvercofiT7; 41 will only take liberty: to fay, that 
this truth may be argued, 

1. From the Divine declaration. The God who 
cannot lie has ſaid—The Spirit of all revealed trutii 

— has ſaifl, that thoſe who die in the Lord are blefſed: 
« Bleſſed are the dead which die in the Erd, from 
henceforth: Yea; faith the Spirit.“ Their ſeevtity; | 
ou ſee; for the enjoyment of this bliſs; is us infalli⸗ 
le as the onfailing word of God. Nor is this the 
dottrine of this text alone. Theffcred ſeript ures, 
both of the old and new — afford th full 
| confirmation of this truth. 

Tur Patriatehs, we are told by the writes: of the 
epiſtte to the Hebrews, © defited a better country; 
even an heaventy.”*' Job knew that his Redeemer 
lived.” f  . © Moſes had reſpect to the recompence 
of reward. 22 David rejoiced in the certain hope of 
« beholding the fate of God in righreonſnets.” | 
Haiah aſſures us tlrat the righteous ſhall enter into 
peace; that they ſhall teſt in their beds, each one 
walking in his uprightneſs.” 95 Daniel tells us that 

e many of them that fleep in the duſt of the earth 
. ſhall —_ And the Prophet Hoſea wirh tri- 
| ſoretells our redemption from death. and the 
- grave... 
- Bur in the New T eftamerit, life and immortality 
are brought to light. The Lord Jeſus Chriſt, when 
he was abour to leave his diſciples, comforted them 
with this aſſurance, 1 go to prepare a place for 
you.” +f And his whole Church 9 earth he now 
addreſſes 3 in this animating ſtile; "Fear not, little 
- flock; it is your Father's good pleaſure to give you 
the kingdom.” +} The Apoſtles alfo declafe i in the 


 * Heb. x1. 16. | + Job. Kix. 36. T Heb. x1. 20. 
Pfl. xvir. 15. & Iſa, VII. 2, IT Dan. x11, 2. 
2 Hof. & 111. 14. ++ John * 1 U. It Lake x11. 32. 
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L | * 
moſt poſitive terms, © that God who cannot lie, had 


promiſed eternal life before the world began, and 
that he had confirmed this promiſe by an oath.” * 
Hence one of them ftatin his own experience and 
proſpects, ſays; For to me to live is Chriſt, and to 
die is gain.“ And ſpeaking of the Chriſtians at 
Corinth, including himſelf with them; he aſſerts: 
t We know that if our earthly houſe of this taber- 
bacle were diſſol ved, we have a building of God; 
an 4 not made with hands, eternal in the heav- 
ens. Tf | th 77025 

| my to proceed, the truth before us might be at- 
b From. the ſweet experience of the children of 
God in this life: Every preſent taſte of divine 
pleaſure with which the Chriſtian is refreſhed ; every 


- 


cheering ray of celeſtial light; which breaks in upon 


his mind; every living ſpark of divine love; which 
glows in and warms his heart; is a preſent evidence 
of his intereſt, in the falvation of Goad—a preſent 
anticipation of heaven's felicity—and therefore a fure 
earneſt of that enjoyment in death and forever. — 


Will the God of mercy; of love and faithfulneſs; 


permit the ſouls of believers,” while in the body, to 


drink of the rivers of divine pleaſure—to taſte and 


ſee that the Lord is gracious to make their boaſt 
of God—and triumph in the hope of the gloty of 
Chriſt: and at death ſuffer all their joys to go down 
under a cloud of remedileſs darkneſs—and them- 
ſelves to be everlaſtingly cut off from thoſe raviſh- 


ing enjoyments? It is inconceivable—l had almoſt 


faid impoſſible. __ | . | 
War is the language of every interview witlt 
God in prayer? What means the glowing of the 
f N 2 | | C | : D # p g K 

Tit. i, 2. Heb, vi. 17, + Phil. il #1, 42 Cor, v. 71 
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heart in fpiritual meditation? What means that 
communion of ſentiment and affection which Chriſt- 
ians are, on ſome occaſions, permitted to enjoy with 
God ? Or what that inward delight and joy they 
feel, from the pure ſatisfaction, of being intereſted 
in his favor, and in giving back their hearts to God 
in cheerful ſentiments of gratitude and love? Shall 
] attempt an anſwer to theſe queſtions? I confeſs I 
know not how to anſwer them, without aſſerting, 


that the exerciſes to which they refer, are the clear 


demonſtration of the reality of invifible enjoy- 
ments. Are not theſe enjoyments of the ſame na - 
ture with thoſe we hope for at death, but eſpecially 
in heaven? And will theſe be afforded now, and 
thoſe denied then? Will the goodneſs of God put 
a cheat upon his regenerate children, in a matter of 
ſuch yaſt importance as eternity? Far be the 
thought from us. The higheſt preferit experience, 
falls far below future bliſs. The talleſt ſaint on 
earth is but a child—a babe—an atom. Of the 
ſons of God, the beloved diſciple makes the fol- 
lowing remark : © It doth not yet appear what we 
ſhall be : but we know, that when he ſhall appear, 
we ſhall be like him: for we ſhall ſee him as he 
we | | 

3. Tux truth ſuggeſted in my text, might be ar- 
gued from the ſentiments of ſinners, in the days of 
their proſperity; and from their conflicts and their 


cries,-in the hour of death. What elſe can be the 


meaning of Balaam's wiſh? Did he not ſpeak the 
ſenſe of his heart, when he exclaimed, © Let me die 
the death of the righteous, and let my laſt end be 
hke his“? To die as the righteous die, is indeed 
deſirable, the wicked themſelves being judges. A 
ſingle glance of death, will force an acknowled 

* John iii. 2. 
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ment of this fort, from the lips of ungodly men. 
There is, 1 believe, ſcarce a man in the midſt of life, 
who does not ſecretly wiſh, in the hour of death, to. 
poſſeſs thoſe hopes and joys, which religion alone 
inſpires, In the cry of the fooliſh Virgins, a con- 
feſſion of this truth, was plainly involved. © Give 
us of your oil, for our lamps are gone out.“ Yes, 
and dying ſinners are ſometimes heard exclaiming 
O! how happy are the ſaints I once deſpiſed! O that 
] were in their cafe!!! And though ſome ſin- 
ners may not be rouſed from their ſecurity, and may 
have no bands in their death; yer 1 am perfuaded, 
every reprobate ghoſt in the infernal world, will 
one day juſtify the children of God, for*their ſeri- 
ous attention to“ the things which belong to their 
peace.“ In the prayer of the wretched Dives, this 
thought is ſtrikingly kiggeſted, „I pray thee 
therefore, father, that thou wouldft Tend him to my 
father's houſe ; for I have five brethren, that he 
may teftify unto them, leſt they alſo dome into this 
place of torment.— If one went unto them from the 
dead, they will repent.”'* _ 

Ix remains that we now enquire, 

3. Wuar are the things in which the bliſs of 
thoſe who die in the Lora, does confift? To this 
enquiry it muſt be anſwered, that their bliſs is con- 
ſtituted, partly by freedom from evils, and partly 
by the poſſeſſion of poſitive good. 

Ir conſiſts in a full, an everlaſting immunity from 
every evil and imperfection. a 
t. Tus faint dying in the Lord Feſus Chriſt, is 
inſtantly freed, forever freed from all ſin. For this, 
among other reaſons, death is permitted to reign 
over the ſervants of God; that fin may there- 
by be utterly aboliſhed. The wiſdom of God, in 


* Luke xvi 27, 28, 30. 
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this diſpenſation, is apparent. It was by fin that 
death entered into the world. And it is fit that fin 
ſhould be completely extinguiſhed by death. Ac- 
cordingly, on that important moment which releaſes 
the ſouls of believers from the body, the diſencumbered 


ſpirit is all life and purity. Every irregular deſire 


is ſlain; every ſinful propenſity is deſtroyed ; and 
every ſtain purged away. And moreover, ſince it 
was in the body the ſoul firſt learned to ſin, — ſince 
the body hath been its tempter as well as its inſtru- 
ment in moſt of the ſins which have been committed; 
it muſt ſeem founded in reaſon, that perfect liberty 


from ſin ſhould follow the ſoul's releaſe from the 


body. | 
Is the preſent life the beſt of men have great 
cauſe loudly to complain of evil propenſities, deeply 
rooted prejudices and lawleſs paſſions; and unutter- 
able is their diftreſs on theſe accounts, When the 
clouds of fin now thicken around their ſouls; when 
ſpiritual diſeaſes are all they can fee ; hardneſs of 
heart—blindneſs of mind—ſtupidity—unbelief— 
wandering—deadneſs—weakneſs—fickleneſs—cold. 
neſs—then they ſigh— they groan—they complain 
of their ſinful, deceitful hearts—and cry, ardently 
cry to God for ſalvation——O Lord deliver us from 

the body of this death. Let not fin reign in our 
hearts forever. How ſhall our corruptions all be 
flain? When ſhall it once be? We long, we lan- 
guiſh for that complete redemption. 


Wur then ſhould the ſaint of God repine at 


death? As juſtly might the mourning priſoner ſpurn 
the friendly hand that unties his fetters and throws 
down his priſon walls. As well might the eſpouſed 
Bride regret the approach of that long wiſhed-for 
hour which ſhall preſent her to her faithful Bride- 


L 


groom. Perſectly bleſſed is the ſtate into which 
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death ſhall tranſlate the righteous. That freedom 
from fin, of which we have been treating, is one in- 
gredient in their bliſs. Then their moral ſpots ſhall 
be all waſhed out. Their natures thoroughly re- 
fined from the droſs of fin, ſhall attain a faultleſs 
excellency. Every weight ſhall fall off—eyery diſ- 
— be hraled, and every corruption totally eradi- 
cated. | | 
2. Tux ſaint dying in the Lord, is ſet free from 


all temptations of ſatan, To this region of ſin and 


ſorrow all the devices of this dread foe, for enſnaring 
the people of God, are mercifully confined. Here 
Satan has his range. He goes abaut like a roaring 
lion ſeeking whom he may devour, Long practiſed 
in the ways of guile this ſubtil enemy lays his temp- 
rations, artfully to coincide with the temper and pre- 
vailing propenſity of the hearts of men, And thus 
even good men are alas, too often entangled and 
caſt down. And-for them, while in the body there 
is no ſafety but in reſiſtance. Kind is the office 
which death performs. It puts the believer out of 
the reach of that reſtleſs foe. It wafts him up to that 
city of the living God, into which Satan cannot 
come—into which no temptation can ever en- 


ter. Hence faith the Spirit, “ the devil that de- 
ceived them was caſt into the lake of fire and brim- 


ſtone, where the beaſt and the falſe prophet are 
and ſhall be tormented day and night tor eyer.and 
ever.“ | | 
3. Drins ſaints are reſcued from the frowns and 
flatteries of the world. Good men are now expect- 
ants of everlaſting glory. They are at the ſame 
time inhabitants of this mortal ſtate, Their abode in 
this enſnaring world, is attended with many circum- 
ſtances which are manifeſtly calculated for the trial 
Rev. xx, 10. » 
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of their ſpirits. The beft Chriſtians are liable to 
form a miſtaken eſtimate of the things of time. 
And vahappy is the influence of a miſtake in this 
matter. This error is one pregnant cauſe of that 
. languor and formality of which the people of God 
often complain, This weakens their hands, and en- 
feebles their endeavors after improvement and pro- 
greſs in the ways of God. The allurements of ſenſe, 
the deluſive flatteries of an imaginary good, and the 
attraftive charms of the things of time, often aſſault 
the humble Chriſtian and try to draw his heart aſtray, 
An excellive paſſion for ſenſible objects, is exceed- 
ingly injurious, not only as it diſturbs the compoſure 
the mind, engroſſes too much of our time, and 
hurries us into unlawful, at leaſt, doubtful and dan- 
gerous purſuits ; but eſpecially as it palls the appetite 
for refined and ſpiritual enjoyments. Juſtly then 
does the Chriſtian conſider the world as his ene- 
my : And long to have its ſtrong dominion fairly 
„ . 

Au morever, when the world frowns, and per- 
plexity, forrow and trouble encompaſs the man of 
God on every ſide, he is liable to dejection and diſ- 
may. His heart is ready often to ſink under the 
preſſing weight of a frowning world. Encompaſſed 
with objects which appear gloomy and diſtreſſing, 
the reaſonings of nature too ealily overpower the 
dictates of faith and religion. Hence, even relig- 
ious men, with too great facility, turn aſide from the 
honorable and ſecure path of virtue—allured by the 
flatteries, or terrified by the frowns of this world.— 


But at death an end ſhall be put to every danger of iſ 


this ſort. No more ſhall the pleafant or terrifying 


ei 


fcenes of this temporal life attach the Chriſtian's Wc 


heart or fright him from his duty. Enticing objects 
ſhall zo more call away his thoughts from eternal 
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Jull him into fpiritual ſecurity; Nor ſhall the 
dark, the diſmal ſcenes of this mortal life, ruffle the 
ſerenity of his ſoul, or produce a moment's pauſe id 
bliſs; 7 -.+ -: | * 
4. SUCH as die in the Lord are for ever releaſed 
from all pains, diſtreſſes and complaints from ſick- 
neſs, ſorrows and ſtraits. By the frailties of life, the 
2 people of God, are often ſo deeply oppreſſed, that 
t they are well nigh ready to fink beneath their 
. veight. Thus their thoughts are frequently brok- 
-en and confuſed - their attention diſturbed and in- 
e terrupted, and their powers of reflection enfeebled. 
d In this ſtate of things we naturally expect to find the 
1- mind greatly Wer erer, to attend, either to the glo- 
te ¶ tious principles of Chriſtian doctrine, or to the im- 
en portant duties of Chriſtian practice. Nor can the 
e- good man hope for a perfect freedom from this ſnare, 
until he burſts this flefhly priſon and riſes above the 
viſible ſkies. But when this life expires, all trials of 


er- Ichis deſcription are for ever at an end: Fhen if we 
of Nate found amongſt the followers of the Lamb of 
di- {WGod, every occaſion of diſtreſs is finiſhed. - Survey * 


reets of the new Jeruſalem, that city of the living 


ing, Nod; and there you will find none of thoſe evils; 
the or any danger of their ever entering there. No 
lig- Weeds of diſtemper are ſown there no chilling ague 
\ the Nuno burning fever no torturing diſeaſe—no waſt- 
the Ing conſumption, ſhall be ever known in that 
d.—-lissful country. God ſhall wipe away all tears 


er of om their eyes, and there ſhall be no more death, 
ying either ſorrow nor crying, neither ſhall there 


fan's Ic any more pain: for the former things are paſſed = 


gjeas Wray. 
rernal | F308; Rev. Xxi. 4. 


things. No chatm of worldly pleaſure ſhall ever 


he manſions of the bleſſed Look through the 
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Bur the time requires that I go on now to make 
mention of ſome of thoſe poſitive bleſſings which 
Chriſtians realize at death and after it. And of 
ſome only. For to condeſcend on the ſeveral partic- 
ulars which occur here, would be the labor of a vol- 
ume rather than a ſingle diſcourſe. | 
ALLow me to enter on the ſervice now before me, 
by remarking, that ſaints, on their departure from 
the body, are received by attending Angels; 
' who wait as miniſtering ſervants to do their Lord's 
will. If they leave the circle of mourning relatives 
— if they give up connection with weeping mortals, 
it is that they may join the angelic choir, and ſing 
with them the anthem of eternal praiſe. If they no 
longer aſſociate with dying creatures, they are not 
left to wander like ſolitary individuals on ſome drea- 
ry coaſt. The compaſſionate, the faithful Saviour 
will not abandon his ſaints to the will of any enemy 
in the dark valley of death. No—he has appointed 
his Angels, thoſe miniſters of his pleaſure, ro be the 
guardians of his people in that hour. A guard of 
Angels was in waiting to receive the departing ſpirit 
of dying Lazarus, and eſcort it to the paradiſe above. 
Lazarus, how 1s thy condition changed! On earth 
a companion of beggars, yes, of dogs; but now for- 
rounded with bright angelic hoſts. O! the tranſport 
of ſurpriſe that muſt have rapt to extacy the releaſed 
ſoul, when affociated with thoſe ſpirits of ſuperior 
rank—thoſe ſons of God who ſhouted for joy at the 
creation of the world! But is this all? No, the 
God of Angels condeſcends to afford them his own 
bliſsful preſence. © Though I walk,” ſays the 
Pſalmiſt, *through the valley of the ſhadow of death;| 
I will fear none evil, for thou art with me.” The 
aſſured hope of the enlivening preſence of this good 
ſhepherd, was the ſupport and comfort of the Pſalm- 
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* it's heart in the proſpect of approaching death. 
nd ſuch is the honor, ſuch the bliſs of all ſincere 
-hriſtians. 5 V a | T 
2. Trey enter into reſt.—*< Bleſſed are the dead 
which die in the Lord, from henceforth: yea, faith 
the Spirit, for they reſt from their labors.” Reſt is a 
term of very extenſive meaning. It implies a poſi- 
tive happineſs. In the language of ſcriptbre, it de- 
notes all mannet of bleſſings. When the holy apoſtle 
deſcribes the bleſſedneſs of the heavenly ſtate, he re- 
preſents it as * a reſt remaining to the people of 
. Human life is trouble, toil and conflict even to 
the happieſt of our race. By the viciſſitudes of the 
preſent life, the children of men are kept in perpetu- 
al agitation. Fatigued by a variety of toils, they 
have looked forward to reſt as their favorite object. 
But though reſt is the wiſh of all, 'tis an object which 
we are not, in this world permitted to enjoy unmix. 
ed. The nature and laws of our preſent ſtate admit 
not the gratification of this favorite wiſn. Tis only 
in heaven that the tranquil repoſe, the vnmixed 
happineſs to be enjoyed in reſt ſhall be fully real- 
n „ 
Soc as die in the Lord, enter into that heaven 
where there is reſerved for them a ſure and certain, 
a free and full, a glorious and everlaſting reſt.— 
They reſt from their labors—from all the fins which 
gave pain to their hearts—from all the diſorders 
that afflicted their bodies - from all the temptations 
that diſquieted their ſouls. There they reſt from 
all their doubts and fears - from all ſenſe of God's 
diſpleaſute from all the inſults and wrongs - the 
abuſes and perſecutions of cruel and ungodly men. 
Then there will be no mixture of forrow, with their 


D 
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Joy, of fear with their triumph, of doubt with their 


aſſurance, of ſuffering with their conſolation. And 
to add dignity to their reſt, we are aſſured that it is 
eternal. | | 

3. Trey are made perfect in holineſs. No ſoon- 
er is the impriſoned ſpirit ſe: at liberty, than it at- 
tains a ſtate of indefective rectitude. Inftantly it 
recovers its native glory and excellency, In a mo- 
ment all imperfection vaniſhes, and every virtuous, 
holy and divine temper is matured. Yes, at that 
inſtant, the glorious image of the bleſſed God is en- 


ſtamped on all ranſomed ſouls, and on their every 


power and faculty. Their underſtandings are illu- 
rainated with all the treaſures of wiſdom and knowl- 
edge - their tempers are moulded into an exact con- 
formity to that faulcleſs pattern of all moral excellen- 
ey and to ule the ſtile of the ſacred ſcriptures on 
this ſubject, © they are filled with all the fulneſs of 
God they know even as they are known—are pure 
as God is pure, and perfect as their Father who is in 


heaven is perfect.? 


HotixESS of nature is indifpenſably neceſſary to 
the enjoyment of real bleſſedneſs. A diſembodied 


' fpirit can never be happy, unleſs it partakes of the 


glory of God, and has the divine image. impreſſed 
upon ic. All thoſe who are bleſſed in their death, 
muſt have the divine nature more perfectly com- 
municated, and the divine. likeneſs transfuſed and 
wrought into them: a likeneſs at once perfect, in 
every part and in every degree. When God is 
pleaſed to put the laſt, the finiſhing hand, to this 
his glorious image, and adds to it its ultimate ac- 
compliſhments, the moſt conſummate purity ſhall 
fill the whole foul. Every feature of the new crea- 


ture ſhall then be apparent—every character be leg- 
ible, and every line of glory be conſpicuous. The 


A FUNERAL SERMON. 27 


divine 1 image in the ſoul ſhall then be all ſymmetry 
and proportion. Every thing that is oppoſed to per- 


ſect purity, ſhall be excluded—every thing that is 


neceſſary to conſtitute ---* tion in holineſs, ſhall 
be communicated, 


O! now glorious. ſhall he bride, the Lamb's 


wife appear, when ſhe ſhall be preſented before the 
throne on high, without {pot or wrinkle, or any ſuch 
thing! How illuſtrious her beauty, when clad with 


the white, unſullied robes which are prepared for 


her, and wait her arrival at the manſions of the bleſ- 
ſed! How diſtinguiſhed her excellency, when 
Chriſt her royal huſband ſhall fay to her, „thou art 
all fair, there is no pot in thee.” Happy ſouls ! 
Conſummately happy, becauſe perfectly holy. Glo- 


rious change! Behold yonder ſpotleſs aſſembly. 


Thoſe glorified ſpirits now made perfect, were once 
defiled by fin, and loaded with guilt. But they 
have waſhed their garments—waſhed their ſouls and 
made them white in the blood of the Lamb. 

4. Tazy ſhall join the general afſembly, and 
Church of the firſt born that is written in heaven. 
The God of nature-has endowed the human mind 
with a high reliſh for ſociety, Formed ro enjoy 
ſocial happineſs, we cannot be eaſy, joyful and pleaſ- 
ant alone; without regard to ſome other. Social 
intercourſe with the ſenlible, the worthy and the vir- 
tuous, is a principal fource of preſent enjoyment, 
Very rarely, however, does this enjoyment flow 
pure and unallayed. Alas! indiſcretion too oftenpre- 
vails—whiſpers and ſurm'ſes, jealouſy and envy creep 
in—diviſions and diſputes, hatred and rage vex and 
torture every breaſt. But in heaven, the ſociety is 
all perfect and the happineſs unceaſing. There is 
no roughneſs of temper no diverſity of opinion 
no unreaſonable prejudices no oppoſing intereſts 


* 
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to diſturb the univerſal ſerenity, The ſoicety of 
heaven is glorious: and divine, There, ranſom- 
ed ſouls releaſed from the body, * ſhall join the 


general aſſembly and Church of the-: firſt-born 


which are written in heaven.“ There they ſhall 
mingle molt welcome with the ſpirits of juſt men 
made perfect. And there aſſociate with an in- 
numerable company of angels. I beheld, ſaith 
the Revelator, and la! a great multitude which no 
man could number, of all nations, and kindreds, 
and people, and tongues, ſtood before the throne, 
and before the Lamb, clathed with white robes, and 
palms in their hands; And ſaith our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, * many ſhall come from the eaſt and weſt 


and ſhall fir down with Abraham, and Iſaac, and 


Jacob in the kingdom of heaven; f How nume- 
rous this aſſembly ! How prodigious this concourſe! 
There Abraham the friend of God and-father of the 
faithful, -reſides—there all the children of God and 
— of glory dwell, in full poſſeſſion of endleſs 
* FinaLLy, they are admitted into the preſence 
and to the immediate enjoyment of God in Chriſt, 
It is confinement to the body, that keeps the Chriſt- 
tan out of the heavenly ſtate. Releaſe from that 
muſt be commencement of everlaſting bliſs, Ab- 
ſent from the body is to be preſent with the Lord. 
When nature's bands are loſed—when the long 
ſtruggling ſpirit is releaſed from the body, it ſprings 
into boundleſs day and liberty—ir enters the abodes 
of bliſs is ſurrounded with the favor of God—be- 


holds the Lamb of God who bled and died for him, 


aroſc his General, and now fits at the right hand of 


God on high. — With rapture unutterable, he baſks 


in the rays of the ſun of righteouſneſs—ſees the glo- 
„er, ii. g.. „ „ Mat. vide 124. 
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ry; feels the joy and ſhouts the ſongs of the new 
Jeruſalem. There the divine Jeſus unveils his glories 

to the view. of every ranſomed ſoul, converſes with 

them all, and pours the richeſt bleſſings into every 

heart. Yes, there they are honored with near ap- 
proaches to God, they are favored with the cleareſt, 

moſt ſatisfying manifeſtations af his glory, and feet 

the richeſt emanations of his love, which their ca- 
pacities can receive. O what joy and peace muſt 

of the ſoul, that has the enjoyment of a God in 

Chriſt, to all eternity? This is the completion of 
heavenly felicity—this the chief abject of the Chriſt- 

1an's defire——To this great, this high, this incon- 
ceivable happineſs, believing ſouls are immediately 
admitted, on their diſmiſſion from mortality. And 

a time is coming, when the body will not only be 

reſcued from corruption, reunited to the gloris · 

| fied ſpirit and reanimated'by it; but made like un- | 
| to Chriſt's glorious body, be dignified with divine - 
approbation, honored with a crown of righteouſ- | 
neſs, and eſtabliſhed in the poſſeſſion of that king- 


dom prepared for it, from the foundation of the 
- world, e 5 | 
8 ' AWAKE then, ye ſaints of the moſt high God, and 
t wait, and long, and pray, till you behold his glory. 
8 Preſs towards the mark for the prize of the high 
. calling of God. Give all diligence to make your | 
8 calling and election ſure. Wreſtle, and ſtrive, and | 


88 ſeek until you find him, and are imparadiſed in his 
os boſom. ww 4-205] 
Hayey, beyond all peradventure, happy tho 
Chriſtian who dies in the Lord. His ſoul, by an 
of eaſy tranſition, becomes like an angel of light 
ks emerges in the full enjoyment of immpttal honors— 
aſcends to the manſions of the blefſed—is honored 
with the applauding ſhoes of angels, and the joyful 
\ ? „ 5 


x 
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congratulations of ſaints on htgh—is welcomed by 
Chriſt himſelf—united to that bright and numerous 
aſſembly around the throne—and reſts in the full 
enjoyment of felicity and glory, which ſhall know 
no end. * Bleſſed are the dead which die in the 
Lord from henceforth: Yea, faith the Spirit, that 
they may reſt from their labors, and their works do 
follow them.” 
Ox this laſt clauſe in my text what ſhall I ſay ? 
Not ſurely, that their good works go before to gain 
for them, admiſſion to the abodes of bliſs Not 


that they are carried with them as their ſecurity and 
confidence, nor as the price of their redemption 


No, Jeſus, the dear, the adarable Jeſus, is all the 
believer's truſt. —His merits are his ſtaff, when he 

ſſes through the valley of death his merits are 
bi is anchor, when he launches on the ocean of eterni- 
ty—his merits are the only riches, which his ſoul, 
when ſtripped of its body, deſires to carry into the 


inviſible world. But the good works of the righte- 


ous die not when their mortal life ex pires.— No, they 
ſhall perfume their memory on earth, and follow 
them by a ſatisfying recollection and as witneſſes of 
their integrity, to realms of everlaſting day. 

LET us now cloſe the whole with ſome improve- 
ment of the ſubject. And fromthe things that have 
been ſpoken we infer, 

1. Tha death awaits the ſervants of God equally 
with others. No civil or religious diſtinctions no 
greatneſs of abilities no eminence in piety, can ſe- 
eure an exemption or reprieve. 

2. Lr us be deeply humbled, on account of that 
guilty revolt from God, which has drawn the dark 
veil of mortality over our whole race. How 1s the 


gold become dim, and the fine gold changed ! Alas! 


te crown has fallen from "7 heads, 
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3. Lr our ſouls bleſs and praiſe the adorable 


fountain of wiſdom and grace, who hath, at the ax- 
pence of his own life, provided for our happineſs 
both in death and life. Fhe conſideration of this 


mercy may juſtly cauſe the grace-exalting—the _ 
adoring hoſanna to circulate through earth and 


heaven. 


4. Tut ſubject as it has run its courſe, has ſug- ; 


- geſted fentiments, defigned to animare us all, to 
| ſeek union to, and intereſt in the Lord Jeſus Chriſt ; 
that ſo we may be bleſſed with them who die in the 
. JusTLyY might the contemplation of this de- 
lightful ſubject, ſerve to ſooth our minds, under the 
ſore breaches, which the holy providence of God 
has made upon us at any time; and particularly 
in the lamented death of the late proprietor of this 
deſk ;—whoſe remains we, not long ſince, committed 
to the ſilence of the grave. n 
THE beloved man, whoſe death we now lament; 


was born in the County of Antrim, in Ireland, on 


the 22d of May, 1742. 3 | 

OF his hiſtory I will not pretend to give you a 
minute detail. To do it juſtice, would require an 
acquaintance with many facts, of which I have no 
ſufficient knowledge. What I ſhall ſay muſt be 
collected, partly from communications received 
from himſelf partly from perſonal knowledge, and 
partly from accounts I have formerly had from the 


lips of his worthy father, who paſſed the laſt years 


of his life with you, and with whom many of you 
were intimately acquainted. ; 

To thoſe who knew him he was endeared as a man 
of reſpectable talents, of conſiderable information, 
of ſome advancement in religious knowledge, of 


ſtrict integrity, and of real, experimental and practi- 
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who were acquainted with him, Scarce a tongue 
rag moved againſt him. Of the affection and eſteem 
of thoſe who knew him he poſſeſſed. a diſtinguiſhed 
Mare proved himſelf an Ifraelite indeed, in whom 
was no guile—ſpent his laſt days and nights in de- 
votion—and at laſt, in the year 1790, quitted a life 
of ſorrow and of ſuffering, and entered, we: truſt, 
on a life of perfe&t and unmixed bliſs. | 


% « wy — = 


, In his ſon, your late worthy: Paſtor, he, ſopn per- 
«ceived peculiar marks of genius and a thirſt for im- 
provement, This encouraged him to ſeize an early 
opportunity to place him under the means of educa- 
tion, His progreſs, in the ſtudies uſually proſecut- 
ed in private and publick ſchools, was ſo rapid, and 
his proficiency, ſo uncominon, that at an early time 
of life, he, was entered a ſtudent in the Univerſity of 
dingburgh : There his application was indefati- 
zable and his advances diſtinguiſhed ; and while he 
was yet a youth he received the honors of the 
Univerſity. _ 5 * 
, IT was when in the fourteenth year of his age that, 
to uſe his own words, God was pleaſed to ſend his 
holy Spirit to open up the glorious truths of the bible 
to his view, and imprint them on his heart; and by 
means thereof to give him a ſenſe. of his periſhing 
condition as he lay in his natural ftate—to ſhew him 
his abſolute need of deriving all good from Chriſt; 
his ſufficiency—ſuitableneſs and willingneſs. to 
ſave him to effect an entire moral change of his 
heart, by his creative energy; and ſo bow his will to 
chooſe and embrace Jeſus Tbrilt in all his offices, 
for his Saviour and portion for ever: and to dedicate 
and give himſelf away, wholly to the Lord.” _ 
Azour the beginning of his fifteenth year, the 
ſovereign God of grace, put the matter of his intereſt 


Le A. ad * 1 CIR 


— 
= 
a. - 
= — 
5 — 4 * . — _ 
— «2x9 0% ow — = 
=— 
„ * — 
- EI . 
— 
q * ”_ 
K ———_— mi —_— — — 
- * 
— 4 
+» 
} © 
% 
3 
„ U 


1 — — 2 wy , "on 


9 _—”" 


+ 


f | : . * Aenne 
A FUNERAL SERMON. 33 
In Chriſt, in a ſatisfying light to his foul; and in the 


courſe of that year, he was taken into full commu- | — 
pak with the Church, in the pariſh in Which he was x i 
n. | 
Ar the age of eighteen, it appears, from the beſt 
accounts 1 have been able to collect, he began rhe 
labors of the public Miniſtry. From that penieh 
his troubles were variegated, and his biciſfitudes 
were numerous. But of the ways through which 
divine Providence led him—of his diſcouragements, 
trials and ſuffetings—of the various changes of place 


which occurred in the following nineteen years of 
His life, want of proper information forbids me to 
ſay much. Suffice ir to ſay, that before he had 
| completed the twentieth year of his age, he left the 
öVU place of his nativity—came.to America—was ſettled 
f in the work of the goſpel Miniſtry firſt in Philadel- 
— pPhbia, and afterwards in Booth-bay—where he te- 
e tained eight years. 


Ix the year 1779 he came to Newöburyport and 
at a public lecture in 1781, was recognized by the 
Preſbyterian Chutch and Congregation, to be their 
Miniſter, agreeably to the act of tranſportation of 
the Reverend Eaſtern Prefbytery. And fince that 
time, Newburyport has been the chief theatre of 
his public labors. . 1 | 
You; my hearers, are his witneſſes, that when A 
his health permitted, he was unwearied in his dili- 
gence, and fervent in his zeal for ſerving the cauſe 
of God and religion. You are his witneſſes that he 
vigorouſly endeavoured, to promote the intereſts of 
the goſpel amongft the dear people of his charge,and 
in the Church in general. | 
Tuoss of you, who have been viſited with fick- 
neſs in your perſons, or families—and thoſe of you 
who have loſt near and Br relatives and friends, 
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are the witneſſes of his attention and tenderneſs in 


ſuch caſes. 


Wu did-he, while his ſtrength for active ſervice 
Tafted, turn a deaf ear to the calls of the ſick and 
dying? When did he refuſe to quit his pillow and 
haſten to the beds of dying patients? When did he 
plead the lateneſs of the hour, the darkneſs of the 
night, or the inclemency of the ſeaſon ? | 
Hs active mind was often employed in deviſing 
plans for general utility. Inſtance the religious in- 
ſtitution entitled the Bur/e, deſigned for the aſſiſt- 
ance of young men of piety, of genius, and taſte for 
literature; Whoſe circumſtances needed ſuch affiſt« 
ance, 

His deſire of promoting the improvement and 
education of young perſons of both ſexes, Newbury- 
port will not, I preſume, very ſoon forget. The 
pleaſure which he enjoyed, in witneſſing the advance- 


ments made by the Youth of this town, in their ſev- 


eral ſtudies; the Committee who have viſited the 
ſchools with him, have often ſeen and confeſſed. 


His friendſhip for the virtuous poor, and the ac- 
tivity and zeal with which he pleaded their cauſe, 


were too apparent to eſcape general notice. For 
them, both heart and hand were alike open. Char- 


ity, he conſtantly recommended, by his conduct and 


converſation in ordinary life induſtriouſly he ſought 
out objects that needed this help and diftributed 
with wiſdom what Charity gave. And when he deſ- 
canted on the duty due to the indigent, how pathet- 
ic, how perſuaſive his eloquence } So pathetic, ſo 
perſuaſive, that when one mite only was deſigned, 


many have been conſtrained to caſt in two. 


- Hts zeal for the intereſts, the honors and the lib- 


erties of his beloved America, he openly diſcovered, 


— 
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on every proper occaſion. In proof of this aſſer- 
tion, I might appeal to his diſcourſes on public oc- 
caſions, addreſſed to you from this ſacred deſk, and 
to his valuable writings given to the world from the 
.. 

In the moſt critical and intereſting ſtages of the 


late war, he willingly offered his aid in his Country's 


cauſe. An inſtance of this kind I will here take 
liberty to recite, agreeably to is account re 
given into my hand. 

Ar a time in which the 5 of 0 our affairs wore 
a frowning aſpect, a loud and urgent demand was 
made for augmenting our forces in the field of war. 

And Newburyport was called upon to furniſh a full 
company, officers and men for actual ſervice. So 
many were the diſcouragements to be contended 
with, ariſing from the depreciated ſtate of our cur- 
rency, and the broken, diſheartened ſtate of our 
army, that the Officers and Gentlemen to whom this 
buſineſs was committed, labored day after day in 
vain. Three days were ſpent in unſucceſsful efforts. 
On the fourth it was moved that the Rev. Mr. 
Munkar, ſhould be invited to addreſs the Regi- 
ment then under arms. To the Committee appoinr> 
ed to preſent this requeſt, he anſwered, that he 


viewed with ſenſible pain, the ill ſucceſs of every ef- 


fort which had been made, and that nating in his 
power ſhould be wanting. 

Hs conſented to be eſcorted to the e and 
from thence, with the whole Regiment to the Meet- 
inghouſe. There he pronounced a ſpirited and ani- 
mating addreſs. - His whale audience was 
all attention, and tears guſhed from many eyes. 
Soon after the aſſembly was diſmiſſed, a member of 
this Church, appeared to take the command ofithe 
. and 0 the „ two hours tlie 


. 
7 — 


eas. th. Ad... ad 


— — 


= +. 
. — D 


—— =. 
y . 


wt, 
T 9 


22325ͤ „0 R — — 
„ „„. * — — 
1 - , a . 
— — — — —— oe at I 
i f a 
5 0 * 1 
FR 1 


at. 


— u — 


not puſn to greater length this ſolemn thought. 1 
? will ſuppreſs the ſorrou ful idea. + 


heart moſt .cenderly. fi 
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company was filled, and in a few days aQtually 
marched. to join our diſtreſſed army.” 

Bun let me not dwell too long on the character of 
the dead, in an addreſs directed to the living. For 
O ! the heart- rending reflection! Death has entered 
this ſacred deſk; and-removed hence the man, who 
was your friend, your benefactor, your counſellor— 
who ſtaod connected. with the reſpectable mourners 
now pteſent in this aſſembly, as the affectionate huſ- 
band and the tender father and with this Church 
and Congregation as their Paſtor. They who now 
would find him, muſt ſeek for him in the grave.—— 
The beloved, the Reverend Joun MurRay, the 
tender huſband, the faithful father, the benevolent 
friend; the tried patriot, the improved ſcholar, the 
real Chriſtian. and the able Divine is now no more: 
No mote I mean, the inhabitant. of this world—no 
more the active benefactor of mortals. To his once 
joved family and flock he is no more.— But I will 


$ 


Bur I cannot wholly drop this ſubje&, datit I 


Have: attempted ſome addreſſes, which are uſual up- 


on occaſions like the preſent. But how ſhall I be- 
gin, how enter on this r -Qhou who ſtilleſt 
the ſwellings of the deep, yy cala ſerenity and 
felf-command, 

My heart anticipates the pain of addreſſing the 
bereaved mourning family, and eſpecially the diſ- 
treſſed, ſorrowing reli. of the deceaſed, But my 
duty, and the intereſt which you, Dear Madam, are 
called to take, i in that dread event which has: called 
me to ſtand in this fer this day, bis me wy Wut 


your attention. 


LEE D not, I am ed; tell 1000 ts my 
Is for 3 with 


| has thus early been ſnatched from you 


A FUNERAL SERMON. 57 


you. Too well did I know the amiable-man, wha, 
by this awful ſtroke of God's adorable proyidence; 


es | uf throbbin 
heart, to leave me unapprehenſive of the an 15 
which you feel. The loſs of a conſort, pleaſant and 
obliging, faithful and affectionate, Kind and ſympa- 
thizing —a conſort who was endowed both by na- 
ture and by grace with whatever was. neceſjary tao 
render the conjugal union happy; and with whom 
you have been happy, through more than twenty 


uptial years, muſt, we kn w, be peculiarly pains * 


ful. But few men are capable of doing more 
to render conjugal life pleaſant and happy. He de- 
ſerved, he had your affection and eſteem, But 
neither the tenderneſs of conjugal affection, nor the 
melting cry of dependent youth, ſoliciting his longer 
tarry, could ſecure him from the arreſt of death.— 
This day it is your ſorrowful lot, to out live every 
comfort you once enjoyed in him This day 
but Iwill not utter the affecting ideas which here 
ruſh upon my mind. I mean not to irritate your 
ſorrows. To do thus, would be at once ES and 


cruel. I would rather wiſh to ſooth, if poſſible, * 


your recent woes. And ſhall I then forbid you to 
mourn? The many weeping eyes and ſorrowful 
faces.that are before me, and my own feelings, tell 
me it would be in vain, Loud and piercing is the 
voice which bids you weep, But, Madam, let not 
your mourning-refuſe ſubmiſſion to the will of God. 
Remember who. hath ſaid, © be ſtill and know that 
Fam God.” „ 

* Gob is a ſovereign: He is the Lord of the uni- 
verſe - he has the cleareſt, the moſt indiſputable pro- 
perty in every creature and thing. Should he ſtrip 
all human beings of every comfort, they could not. 
be guiltleſs in repining. 
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I sarp you are called to mourning, But Sy 
whom? Not ſurely for your departe ed. h 
He is gone, we truſt, to his everlaſting, gain. TI. 50 
me recummend it to you frequently to recollect, 
the pregnant evidences of this, whith have been 
held up before all who ſaw him, eſpecially in the fix 
laſt days he ſpent with you. Bleſſed be God they 
were ſo full, ſo convincing and ſo long continued. 
Recollect the ſweet ſerenity of ſoul which was ſup- 
rted to the laſt. Think of chat holy triumph 
with which he ſtated to you his hopes and proſpects. 
Meditate the animating language in Which he ex- 
preſſed the fulneſs of his heart language which I 
Eannot think of but with a grateful pleaſure— 
and which I cannot repeat without, emotion, 1 
Know whom I have believed—and am perſuad- 
ed, yes, am ſure, he is able to keep that which I 
have committed unto him. To him I haye given 
my ſoul, my all away—and now deſire to die, rely- 
ing on his mercy in Jeſus Chriſt.” The ſupports of 
true retigion, 7 the heart of Jour dying buſ- 
band. And our charity feels itſelf ſupported in ſay- 
ing, that he refts from his labors— having entered 
the haven of everlaſting repoſe, Yes, you ſay ; but 
he has left his difconſolate widow, and fatherleſs 
children, floating on the troubled ocean of life, — 
And for this I mourn—and here indeed is cauſe for 
mourniang. This thought lay heavy on his heart— 
and affefting was his language to me, in my laſt in- 
rerview with him:—Alas ! that it was the laſt, —Af- 
ter fpeaking of the cafe of his dear family ro whom 
he expected in a few weeks to bid a long adieu, and 
_ Expreſſing the tendereſt concern on their account, he 
paufed—and then went on to ſay: * Why ſhould ! 
indulge anxiety for m family * $ The long experi- 
ence 1 Have 1 of of Guts goodneſs to them, forbids 


+ 
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every doubt of his providing for them. In his alls 
2 hands, I truſt my own ſoul forever: and 


* 


urely it would be abſurd; to refuſe to truſt my fan- 

ily in the ſarge hands. To the care of that gra- 
cious God, to whom your. huſband. often committed 
you, reſign yourſelf and yours. Cleave to the Lord 
— plead his promiſed, mercy: He has ſaid he will be 
the widow's God. Make him your portion—ler his 
name, his grace; his mercy be your refuge 
And may the holy Spirit, the comforter,” confole 
you under all your ſorrows in this world; and re- 
ceive you at the laſt, to the poſſeſſion of everlaſting 
Joy in heaven. DOSH? A 


Tux bereaved children will permit me tow to ſolicit 
their attention. Painful, my young friends is the pro- | 
vidence with which the Lord has viſited you: A 


we cannot ſuppreſs our ſorrows - we wifh not to 
deny you our friendly ſympathy. Important is the 
priviledge you have enjoyed. God has diſtinguiſh- 1 
ed you with a father who was tender and affection- 
ate - who gave you the moſt convincing proofs of 
faithful; parental care — and who ſpared no pains for 
your good - one who carefully nurtured you—who 
tenderly admonifned and ardently prayed fou you. 
But now, alas, your watchful, earthly guardian is 
gone. Your father, counfellor and friend is now no 
more —his parental lips are ſealed in death— his 
friendly tongue is ſilent as the grave it moves no 
more to admoniſh and direct you—nor will he any 
more, at the head and in the name of his houſhold 
lead in the devotions of the family, or labonfor your ©. - 
Intereſt, The heart of your father's friend bleeds 
for you—nor unjuſtly.—The humane ſoul that can 
commiſerate another's woes, muſt weep with and for 
you. For by this awful ſtroke, divine providence 
has ſnatched from' you, the guide of your youth, at 


. 
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a time in which you greatly needed him. Under 
his watchful eye and nurturing Cate, you have lived 
long enough to begin to know, how great · the pri- 
viledge you have enjoyed in him while living, and 
how great, how irreparable the loſs you have ſuſ- 
tained. in his death: Aſſuredly you have lived thus, 


too long to be guiltleſs, if you have made no ſuita- 
ble improvement. | erg 


In this ſad event, you ſee the vanity of lean- 
ing upon creatures, Let your father's death teach 
you to realize the uncertainty of all moftal things 
—the reality of God's dominion over his creatures, 
and your own ſubjection to his rightful controul. 

Tous father is now gone. Be it your care to com- 
fort your weeping mother, and be mutual helpers of 


tach other in the ways of God. Think not that you 


were made for the temporary pleaſufe and fatisfac- 
tion of one another in this world; but for himſel . 
principally for himſelf, and for ends of greateſt 
weight. Ceaſe then to converſe with empty trifles 
only. Intend the great concerns of your immortal 
ſouls. Your greateft, deareſt, everlaſting intereſts 
claim your chief regard. —To awaken your atten- 
tion to theſe intereſts, a ſovereign God has paſſed be- 
fore you,in alarming diſpenſations of his providence. 
A firſt and ſecond brother, and after them an honor- 
ed Grand- parent, ſome of you have followed to the 
grave. Theſe were painful ſtrokes of God's ador- 
able providence. They were, however, gentle com- 


_ pared with this: — This has laid the axe to the root 


of the tree — this by a ſorrowful, ſingle blow, has 
reduced you to the ſtate of Orphans.—W hat then 
remains for you, but that you caſt yourſelves upon 
the arms of that indulgent God, who'is the Orphan's 
ftay—the father of the fatherleſs. Be ye indeed his 
children. Cleave to him with full purpoſe of heart 
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© —devote yourſelves in early life to his ſervice ard 
honor: | | 
wiſhes— thus will you yield obedience to your fath- 


Thus will yon beſt fulfil your father's 


er's dying charge—and thus perform that ſervice 


which though dead, he ſtill is urging on you.— 


Could his cold, his lifeleſs lips once more addreſs 


vou, with what eloquence, with what perſuaſive en- 
ergy would he conjure you, to ſeek an early acquaint- 
ance with religion, and dedicate yourſelves to God. 
Before you, methinks, his bleſt ſhade now riſes, and, 


thus accoſts you :—* I have ſolemnly dedicated you 


all to my God and Redeemer, both before your birth, 
at your birth and often ſince. I deſire no; other 
' honors for you than his ſervice—no other portion 
than his favor. I charge you to live in the fear pf 
God, and in the ſincere cultivation of troe piety and 
virtue all your days. Then ſhall I hope to meet 


you at the end of the days, and ſing with you the 


* 


anthem of eternal praiſe.” ee. 
Maxx then, a ſolemn pauſe, my young frien ds, 
and liſten to this moſt ſerious call. It is now for 
ſubſtance, addreſſed to you in the language of your 
dying father. — Forge not his laſt, his friendly. 
admonition. Be perſuade 
father: Remember God yqur creator be virtuous, 
be ſincerely religious in early life, ſo will your man-; 
hood be accompliſhed, your old age reſpectable, and 


uaded ro chooſe God for your 


your eternity bleſſed. „ 
To the whole Church and Congregation, uſually 


worſhipping in this place, I have a few things now. 
to ſay. Never, my reſpected hearers, fhall I have 
another ſo intereſting opportunity of addreſſing you... 
Could I ſerve the Church of God a century, in the 


goſpel of his Son, I could not expect it. It is, by. 


your late beloved Paſtor's dying requeſt, that I now 
folicit your attention. Let me then accoſt you in 


F 


— _— — 


3 


42 A FUNERAL SERMON, 


his behalf, and in bis own language—Language, 
we ſafely may conclude, which it was his wiſh, ſhould 

be addreſſed to you. A more convenient opportu- 

nity for communicating it, cannot be hoped for. I 

vill therefore make no apology while I introduce it 
in this place. 

IIR EAT you,” my dear people, ec jn the name 
of the Lord, ever to bear in mind, how freely, fully 
and conſtantly, the God of all grace, has made uſe 

of his holy word, moſt graciouſly to negociate with 
you, a treaty of peace through. the blood of his Son 
for the fpace of ſome years, by the Jabgrs of the 
meaneſt and vileſt particle of duſt : and in that time 
how the whole ſyſtem of Scripture doctrine has 
been opened and defended; bath reſpecting the law 
and goſpel. To theſe doctrines, as the certain and 
infallible truths of God, I now give my dying teſti- 
mony. From him, I think, I received them; and 
have, I truſt, felt their weight and power on my on 
i heart. On them I now venture my ſoul ; and had 
1 every hair of my head a diſtinct ſoul at my diſpoſal, 
on the truth of theſe doctrines I would cheerfully 
? venture them all. I therefore earneſtly obteſt you, 
g Ts my dear hearers, to adhere to theſe. precious truths 
:--. * to your lateſt breath—endeayor to utiderſtand them 
ve on and by them—walk ever agreeably to 
:them, that I may meet you with joy at the laſt day. 
God forbid that any one ſoul amongſt this moſt dear 
and precious flock, ſhould then be found to have 
made ſhipwreck of the faith and of a good conſcience 
Sor to have turned his back on thoſe ſacred truths, 
which have ſo often, ſo ſolemnly, and I truſt, ſome- 
times with undeniable evidence of the Divine pre- 
lence and powerful influences of his Spirit atteſting 
| them, been inculcated upon you! God forbid that 
. La one among you, ſhould degenerate. from the 
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faith, become unftable and wander after another gol. 


pel—toffed to and fro with every wind of doctrine; 
and 17 found to ſtand, trembling and aghaſt, 
on the left hand of the Supreme Judge. my 
moſt dearly beloved, defraud me not of my joy and 
crown at that tremendous day let me not then be 
forced -O grief unutterable! !!“ 

O May this whole congregation make the beſt 
improvement of this monitory, this alarming inſtance - 
of mortality! You, firs, have loſt your much loved, 
your revered Paſtor. But O let not the word of 
life and of reconciliation, with which he was charg- 
ed, and which he preached to you, periſh from your 
memory. Recollect his labors of love amongſt you, 
Meditate the glorious truths with. which he ſought 
to entertain, inſtruct and feed your minds. With 
what earneſtneſs did he paint the miſeries to which 
ſin hath expoſed you, in this world and in that which 
is to come? How ſolemnly, how affectionate did 
he lay open to your view, the mercjes of God, aſſur- 
ing you of pardon and eternal life, through faith in 
the great Mediator and in Chriſt's ſtead beſeeching 
you to be reconciled to God? How feelingly did he 
reaſon with you, on the worth of your ſouls, the 
vanity of the world, the deformity of fin, the beauty 
of holineſs, the joys of faith, the ſolemnity of death, 
the terrors of a future judgment, the bliſs of heaven 
and the torments of hell—cxpl ei high. and 
weighty points—proving their truth —appealing to 
your conſciences for their importance—and with all 
his perſuaſions mingling the moſt compaſſionate tears 
and prayers.— Now he warned, then intreated—now 


. 


© This addrefogthe account given above of the work of God upon his own +, 


heart, together with ſome. ſentences in what is Taid to the bereaved Chi 
dren, (all which, are. protected by the double commas,) are extracted from the 
Rev. Mr. MuxRay's laſt Will and Teſtament. » © pO 
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he alarmed, then aun addreſſed your fears, 
then your hopes—now brought you to the mount 
that burned with fire, to blackneſs, darkneſs an 
rempeſt, the ſound of a trumpet and the voice o 
words; then gently lead you to mount Sion, whence 
are heard the ſofter 8nd more endearing expreſſions 
of mercy and love.” Recollect my friends thoſe ſas 
_ cred ſeaſons the important privileges you have en- 
joyed: Recollect them now: They will not = 
forever. They will be witneſſes for or again 
at the end of the days; O, then, be este to 
take the preſent alarm, and prepare to meet your 
departed Miniſter, at that bar, where it will be 
known how you have improved. The alarm of 
mortaliy is now ſounded from the pulpit; and he 
that lived for your benefit, dies for your benefit too. 
Dies that you may prepare for death and finally be 
bleſſed with them that die in the Lord. 

the young Gentlemen of the Adelpbi 10 
ty, o 50 hich our deceaſed friend was the founder, and 
to which he proved himſelf a Father, | now give me 
© their attention for a moment. That your hearts 
were affectionately attached, to the worthy, the be- 
loved man who uſually preſided amongſt you, we 
can readily admit. That you feel the loſs you have 
ſuſtained in his death, is eaſy to perſuade. The loſs 
is yours; the gain we truſt is his. He has renounc- 
ed the ſeat he occupied with you, for'one in a better 
ſociety, before thie; throne on high. And there he 
has attained the conſummation of all his wiſnes. 

, WrTH unwearted pains and diligence, your beloved 

e had amaſſed together a very conſiderable 


ſtock of acquired knowlege. But though it might 


be ſaid he was covetous in getting knowlege, he was 
generouſly free in communicating it. . His deſign in 
| TOYS” * directing * 3 might by 
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2 as an inſtance of this the ſkill with which 
e managed your meetings and conducted your im- 
provement, with you will be admitted as its ſufficient 
confirmation. O let the inſtruction of his life and 
eſpecially of his death, ſtimulate you to ſearch for 
knowledge as for hid treaſure. Loſe not ſight of 
the object for which you did aſſociate: Forget not 
the principles of your excellent conſtitution: Let it 
be your chief ſtudy to grow in grace, in knowlege 
and in the fear of God. For this purpoſe, ſtudy 
with diligence and care; but eſtrange not yourſelves 
from the throne of grace. Read much, but pray 
more. Sit at the feet of Jeſus, that divine counſel- 
lor, who deſcended from heaven to be the light and 
the life of the world. Seek acquaintance with God 
— be ye indeed religious: Religion will give you 
the poſſeſſion of vourſelves —will render you uſeful 
in life, and procure you hope and comfort in death: 
Religion will live, when ſtars and ſuns and worlds 
fink in promiſcuous ruin and thus will be a never 
failing ſource of happineſs, through the revolutions 
of eternal ages. 
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A FUNERAL ORATION, Se. 


MY FRIENDS AND FELLOW MORTALS, 


T is not, I frankly confeſs, without ſome 
degree of concern, that any addreſs I 
am capable of offering, ſhould at this 
time, be immediately demanded of 
me. My heart too tenderly intereſts 
itſelf in the ſorrowful event, which has 

given occaſion for this day's concourſe, to permit me 

to hope for that compoſure and ſelf- poſſeſſion which 
my preſent duty would demand. But, the requeſt 
of the mourning train the deſire of the conſiſtory 
of this bereaved Church, and, allow me to add, the 
particular appointment of the dear deceaſed, who 
was my heart-cemented friend, have conſtrained me 
thus publickly to appear in this ſacred deſk, and 
addreſs you on this ſolemn occaſion, EF 

SoLEMN occaſion indeed ! The ſcene before us, 
is truly ſerious and affecting. And awful is the 
ſtroke of that adorable mg which has aſſign- 
ed us the preſent, pain _ | 
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Wr are called together at this time, to perform 
the laſt offices of kindneſs to the dear man whoſe 


precious remains are now before us; and celebrate 


the funeral obſequies of our deceaſed relative, friend 
and brother. one 

Tax man muſt affuredly be a ſtranger to thoſe 
tender feelings, which do honor to humanity, who 
can now refuſe to mourn, Unſuſceptible muſt be the 
heart that is not moved by the preſent ſcene. Hard 
and obſtinate the ſoul, that can reſolve to indulge a 
thoughtleſs moment, within theſe hallowed walls, 
and with an object ſo awakning in full view. 

Lr infolvent vivacity retire for a moment. — 
Let the ftream of giddineſs and levity be checked. 
Let all the ſenſibility of our ſouls be awakned 


while we ſurvey that ſable corſe—converſe a while 


with death—meditate the darkſome, ſilent grave 


glance an eye beyond the ſwelling waters of death's 


cold ſtream, and carry our contemplations forward 
to that pure, ſalubrious, uninfected region where 
death ſhall never reign- here the voice of ſorrow 
and of woe ſhall never be heard—where every tear 
ſhall be wiped away from every eye. 

DeaTH! how ſolemn is the ſound! How diſmal 
are his appearances! How alarming 1s his progreſs, 
and how fatal! What deſolation does this laſt foe of 
man ſpread all around, whenever he receives com- 
miſſion to deſtroy ! Death rends the man in twain, and 
breaks the ſilver cord, which held the ſoul and body 
in their near connection. Death conſigns our dull 
bodies to the darkneſs and filence of the grave, there 
to waſte away unſeen. At the ſame time it ſends 


our trembling ſouls into the world of ſpirits and diſ- 


embodied beings; with whom we now have no fa- 
miliarity. Yes, my fellow mortals, it is the law of 


nature, or rather of nature's God Duſt thou art 
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and unto duſt thou ſhalt return.” Our ſpirits muſt. 
appear before God for judgment. Thele ſouls of 


ours muſt be unclothed—they muſt put off this 
body and learn to live without theſe organs of 
ſenſe. 


On occaſions like the preſent, reflections upon 


the frailty of human nature muſt be fic and proper. 


No apology then will be neceſſary on my part; while 


I try to fix, for a moment, your attention and my owg, 
upon our frail and tranſitory ſtate, and meditate our 
own future condition, 


O wy brethren! what a grevious alteration muſt 


ve all undergo ? We whoſe ſprightly blood now cir- 
culates with ſo much eaſe ! Muſt we forego our pre- 
ſent enjoyments for any thing reſembling that mel- 
ancholy, that gloomy object before us? Muſt the 
animated countenance be obſcured by pale deformi- 
ty? Muſt the face of every individual, exchange 
whatever is pleaſing and attractive; for all the hor- 
rors of a naked, ghaſtly ſkull ? Muſt the ſparkling 
eye reſign its luſtre, and ſet in haggard darkneſs ? 


Muſt the fleſh which now. we clothe with care, and 


| pamper with indulgence, become unſufferably offen- 
| five and mingle with the clods of the valley? Yes, 
my dying brethren—we muſt, we all muſt die.— 
Not a man, not a woman in this aſſembly can reſiſt 
the hand of death, or flee his icy graſp. We mult 
reſign every ornament we now put on for the ſable 
ſhroud. We muſt exchange whatever is agreeable 
in our preſent accommodations for the narrow, the 
confined, the darkſome grave. Solemn thought 
And yet too generally forgotten or neglected. To 
recal this ſerious reflection to our minds the moſt 
alarming admonitions are given us; both by the 


word and providence of God. And this day, this 


ſolema place, this ſorrowful occaſion, and that death- 
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changed countenance, loudly urge the important 
call. And is there a thoughtleſs, trifling mortal in 
this congregation who can mock at death or treat that 
fad event with levity ? Here is an object which re- 
proves your infidelity. Turn your eye thither, Sirs, 
ſurvey that ſable coffin—look in and mark that once 
familiar, now forbidding countenance—take a ſeri- 
ous view of each altered feature. Where is now 
the brightneſs of that once diſcerning eye ? Obſcured 
by the darkneſs of death. Where is the perſuaſion 
of that once eloquent tongue? Still as the grave, 
that land of perfect ſilence. Where now is the 
expreſſion of that once animated countenance ? 
Gone, to return no more till the dawning of that. 
rpms day, when Jeſus ſhall revive the bodies of 

is Saints, and make them like his own glorious 
body. Ek 

« How lov'd, how valu'd once avails thee not; _ 

To whom related, or by whom begot. 

A beap of duſt alone remains of thee : | 
_ *Tis all thou art !—and all the proud ſball be!” 


| Warar an amazing, what an almoſt diſtracting 
change! But be affured, Sirs, that as God lives 
and as your ſouls live, there is now held before you 
- a glaſs, in which you may ſee your on picture.— 
Here you ſee what you yourſelves muſt one day 


— Tas reflections, it muſt be admitted, are mel- 
ancholy and humbling. They have, however, ſpok- 
en in perfect uniſon with the language of inſpiration. 
As to man, ſays Job, his excellency then goes away.” 
« His breath goeth forth, ſays the Pſalmiſt, he return- 
eth to his earth: in that very day his thoughts per- 
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ih.“ When the good Hezekiah meditated theſe 
things, in the bitterneſs of his ſoul he aid, *in the 
Cutting off of my days I ſhall go co the gates gf che 
rave, I am deprived of the reſidue of my years. 


Cf 


ſhall not ſee the Lord even the Lord in the land 

of the living. I ſhall behold man no more with che | 1 

inhabitants of the world.“ | | | 

Bur the ſeparation of the ſoul from the body is | 

not the chief thing to be conſidered in.death, The 1 

human ſoul is a rational and intelligent ſpirit. The ; 

| God of nature has endowed it with noble powers, 
| and with the diſtinguiſhing capacity af enjoying ex- 
iſtence, independent of the body, Who then can 
queſtion the ſoul's immortality? Or who can fay 
that the conſequences of dying to this immortal 
part, are trifling or unimportant ? Our ſoul drops 
not into the duſt, when ſhe renounces her preſent 
correſpondence with the body, No, the ſoul, un- 
hurt by the . body's fall, eaters on a ſtate hitherto 
-unexplored, Death ſends out trembling ſpirits into 
that world in which we muſt exiſt forever; either in 
conſummate bliſs or remedileſs woe. Juſtly God 
might have left our whole race to became the ever- 

lafting ſacrifice of death, | | 

WHarT praiſes do we then owe to our Divine Re- 

deemer, who hath undertaken to recover our lapſed 9 

nature from the ruins of the fall! What words can ö | Nt 

expreſs the thanks that are due to him who has dif- | 
armed death of all his terrors, and rendered all his 


| victories of no effect! Ir is aſſuredly our bounden | | 

el- duty to aſcribe unceaſing praiſes to Jeſus Chriſt the Wen 

k- Divine Saviour, who offered his own boſom to the 3 

on. arrows of death. Obdurately wicked muſt that 12M 
y. perſon. be who renders not the tribute of a grateful | 

n- heart for ſuch matchleſs love as this. For moſt ſtu- - k 
der- pendous was the love of Jeſus, He taſted death in | 
| 
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all its viewinels, chat he mich beide for our de- 
a liverarice from his dominion. He entered the con- 
＋ 2 flict with that king of terrors—drahk off the bitter 
_ cup to its loweſt drugs, to ſatisfy the demands of juſ- 
| tice and ſave the ranſomed tribes from becoming. af 
eternal ſacrifice.”  ' et 
Hart. glorious Jeſus! Divine Immanuel hait ! 
Thou haſt deſtroyed the laſt enemy: Hoſanna to 
the Son of God, who has by the ſacrifice of himſelf 
aboliſhed death. Great was thy condeſcending 
mercy, thou bleeding Lamb of God, in opening 
thine own boſom to the ſword of juſtice receiving 
into thine own ſoul the fatal ſting of death quench- 
ing in thine own blood its livid flame, and thus work- 
ing out all that contagion which it contained. = 
nxAr was thy victory O Death! when even the 
Son of God expired on tlie tree: And great was. 
thy conqueſt O grave! when the Divine Jeſus, the 
crucified Saviour ſlept in the chambers of the tomb, 
the priſoner of death, But dying he vanquiſhed 
death. Reſting in the grave for a time, he Prepared 
it like a bed of down for all his children. 
In ancient (propheſy it was predicted of him, 
© that he ſhould be the plague of death, and the 
deſtruction of the grave.” And lo! the prediction 
is moſt circumſtantially fulfilled. Death, that mer- 
cilefs, that unrelenting f5e, turned all his vengeance 
on our divine Surety: and in this his greateſt con- 
queſt met his own completeſt ruin. The grave, 
that greedy devourer of human fleſh which never' 
ſays it is enough (to uſe the ſtile of a writer of ſome 
I note) © eagerly ſeized the bait of our Saviour's hu- 
„ manity, not aware of the hook of his divinity, and 
1  fwallowed its own deſtruction.“ O! how enlivening 
El are theſe confiderations! How reviving'is a believ- 
- "7" ing appreheniivar of theſe 3 truths! How 
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| 1 is ORF ae: as: Ang FA 
. . . partakers of fleſn, and-blood, the Sonaof-Godzalſa ' © © 
= part of:thejſaqe,z.and by dying deſtroyeq him — 
that had the .powe . bers reels ſtupendous „ 
mercy, let us, a do the God of grace. - 
For the golpe wt: Js ab Son 15405 Chriſt, let us give 0 
thanks, with? b 39 tand bleſs, the, Lord: with,all 7 
our powers. It is'the goſpel 's errandanito. our world 5 
do teſtify this beth. of God, and aſſure us that Jeſus 2 
buy his death and reſurrection, has ſmoothed the rug- 
ged face of death, ſoftened the terrors of the grave, 3 
and opened a ſafe and certain Paſſage to the man- "00 
ſions of eternal glory: e 1s the? goſpdl, pf iChriſt 
which caſts a glory even on 4 death bẽd, and ſpreads 
a brightneſs both on the coffins and the graves of 
his Saints. It is the goſpel that gives a ſure warrant _ 
to the child of God, even in his conflict with the laſt =_ 
enemy, to make the Apoſtolic challenge—O death, : 
binge is thy ſting? O grave where is, th vittoi 
The titg 5 eath is ſin; and the ſtrength of. fin, Jp 
the law: tythadks derte God which giveth üs 5 the. 3 
victory, Fn: our” ord* Jeſus: Chiilt. "It is the : | 
goſpel that enables the humble Chriſtian tolling) with, 
the animated, evangelical Poe: 3 1 7 
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| My Joul ſhould fretch ber wings in babes >. | Wis 5 i 
FI ly fearleſs tbro death's iron gate, : N Fo «5.13 
Nor feel the tefrars'as ſhe NE, 15 f 5 | 


* 
As * Wo ” : 
21 


9 = 
_ a 1 <<.» — — ww”, 


J Let C 


Jeſus can make e e. AIRY 45 


, 
1 11 
3 
* 


Fiel ſaft as downy Lilie 0 5 
_ JW bile on bis Breaſt 1 lenny, heads, 


a 5 An breath my life * 


9 


9 N. 


= 


+ Y wy 

wo x 
9 

: + 


"9%; * 
— Re 


„„ 
8 1 . 4 


3 and proſpects afford to the expiring ſaint a' ſweet 
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bpDrarn which was once appointed for a curſe, is | 


7 miniſter cheerfulneſs. They not only impbrt peace 
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| eee is the grace of God in the hour . | 
ee death! How attractive are the charms which re- 
” _  _  Hgjon wears in this cafe! Who can behold the en- 


piring Chrifttan in this temper without ardently 
_ wiſhing to die as he dies ? Who would hot chooſe thus 
_ toteſrgn up his life at heaven's call, rather than live 
in the happieſt condition this world affords, an alien 
rom the commonwealth of Iſrael, and a ſtranger 
tom the covenant of promiſe without God and 
without Chriſt in the world? 1 


now to the true believer become a bleſſing ; it is 
to him the meſſenger of God, to releaſe the tried 


£ ſtrugglit irit from its confinement to the body, 
5 | 14 ial he 6 for its admiſſion to the bearific — 8 
02 PE of the Lord, and to the arms of everlaſting * 
* ove. Pk FTT $1 
25 Ho bleſſed and ſurpriſing are the proſpects of 
> faith! How glorious and enlivening are the Chriſt- 
oo jan's hopes! How raviſhing and tranſporting are his 
5 views! Unfading light ! Rivers of pleaſure! Man- 


- Hons of reſt! Crowns of glory !. Bright angelic hoſts 

_. beholding the Almighty's face, celebrating his per- 
- _feftions and his works, and cronding their harps-of 
gold to the higheſt key! In the midſt, Jeſus, the en- 

- throned Divinity, ſmiling on the adoring multitude, 

2 in every ſmile darting ineffable joy into every 
Tuxsꝛx are the views, theſe the hopes and proſs 
pets which ſupport dying Chriſtians in the honeſty 
trying, undiſſembling hour of death. Theſe hopts 


- compoſure and ſerenity: Yes, they do more—they 
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As inflance at onee ſited to illuſtrate and con 
Gem theſe remarks, is recently given in the Iament= 
ed death of the truly eminent and venerable perſons 75 

nage, whoſe lifeleſs corps we muſt- preſently com- 
— to the grave; that houſe appointed for all the 

vi h 

Tor God df nature had diſtinguithed"the worthy 
man whoſe death we this day deplore, with a'dignt- 
fied and command ing preſence. His natural genius 
was, to fay the leaſt, highly reſpectable; and his ac. 
quired improvements, confeſſedly great, were ſuited 
te enlarge and expand the endowrnents of a noble 
mind. What nature and education thus began, un- 
wearied application, aided by divine grace, carried to 
a degree exceeding the common rate. Affable and 
eaſy in his manners courteous and eomplaiſant to 
his acquaintance—fincerely kind and obliging to his 
friends, and acceſſible to all; he exhibited wherever 
he came, the character and- depottment of the unaf- 
fefted gentleman. 

Int his character were combined, that ſctiouſncts 
which is far removed from auſterity that cheerful- 
neſs which is eaſily diſtinguiſhed from levity—that 
zeal which differs widely from unhallowed fire 
that devotion which ſavors neither of ſuperſtition nor 
enthuſiaſm—that fixedneſs of principle which though 
not dogmatical, was not eaſily ſhaken. * 

Hts religion was the refult of a found and enlight- 
ened mind, not of raſhly admitted fancies ; not of mif= 
taken notions, nor marred by unhappy mixtures. 
Accordingly, his religion ſat eafy upon himſelſ, and 
made him eaſy and acceptable to thoſe who knew 
him beſt. 

Ffis hat ppy talents for inſtructimg and bring the 
minds 555 young men, and for direkicg the ſtudies of 
"thoſe who meditared engaging in! 185 ä Min- 
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iſtry, FP ſociety of young gentlemen. in this place, 
among whom he uſually preſided, and thoſe who 
had the happineſs of ſtudying divinity under his eye, 
will, I doubt not, frequently recollect with a grate- 
ful pleaſure. 

His miniſterial qualifications vill be acknowleged 
by thoſe that knew him, and are competent judges, 
to have been truly diſtinguiſhed. As a ſcribe well 
inſtructed into the kingdom of God, he brought 
forth out of his treaſure things new and old. His 
Sermons: were ſolemn, evangelical, pathetic and 
experimental. Accounting himſelf ſet for the de- 
fence of the goſpel, he often in his diſcourſes from 
the pulpit, oppoſed the progreſs of error, which, 
with gigantic ſtrides, was gaining in the world: And 
from the preſs, in ſeveral inſtances, he, to uſe a phraſe 
of his own, © Ventured his mite in defence of the 
great Principles of Chriſtian doctrine, which have, i in 
various parts of the land, been much exploded.” 
| Trose who have occaſionally enjoyed the uſe of 
his gifts do know thoſe who were his ſtated hearers 
do know, that his diſcourſes were fitted to do good 
to inform the mind and ſo to mend the heart. The 
fault, indiſputably, muſt be all their own, if they 
have made no improvement under them. It con- 
cerns the dear people of his late charge eſpecially, to 
remember how they have heard, received and im- 
proved: For though their Miniſter lies dead before 
them, yet the word of God ſpoken by him, liveth and 
abigeth forever. | 

Or his deportment in domeſtic life it is not my 
ot to ſay much. Here, without controverſy, 
his bereaved family are the beſt witneſſes. The 
widowed mourner can tell the fatherleſs children 
can tell his Whole diſconſolate houſhold can tell 


wich what tenderneſs, affection and conſtancy he diſ- 


bs vE * —_ hes 
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charged the various duties of "Huſband, Father and 
Guardian-friend, .May the good Lord, who has 
ſtiled himſelf the Widow's God and Judge —and the 


Father of the Fatherleſs, ſooth their recent waes, 


conſole them under this awful ſtroke and ſecure his 


own glory and their improvement, 


Ir I have not already quite exhauſted your pa- 
tience, I will aſk your indulgent attention while I 


mention yet a few remaining virtues which were, I 


think, characteriſtic of our deceaſed friend and ba 
er, in which he viſibly excelled. 


Ix an intimate acquaintance of ſeveral years, * 


cannot recollect a ſingle inſtance that diſcovered an 
inclination in him, to that unmanly, unjuſt, yet tos 
prevailing paſſion of envy. On the contrary, he was 


ever eaſy to hear others commended; and happy in 


every occaſion of praiſing them himſelf, his prom 


not excepted, + = 


In patience of injuries he anenily etch „00 
individual in this audience will, | preſume, be lo un- 
juſt to me, as to admit a ſuſpicion of a deſign on my 
part to intimate, that his character was without any 
defect. He had his imperfections: He ſaw and. la- 
mented them. And that he had his enemies we 
cannot deny. Delicacy however forbids me to wound 
the placid ear by rehearſing the pointed oppoſi- 
tions of public enmity, or the ungenerous deelama- 
tions of private odium. It is ſatisfaction enough 
that we can with pleaſure aſſert, that he appeared an 
eminent diſciple of that Maſter, whay, ator he was 
reviled, reviled not again.“ Ty 


In ſubmiſſion to Providence, in zeal to 0 goat: 


and promote the goſpet of Chriſt, I have not often 


met his equal. To ſupport the cauſe of truth and 


the intereſts of Zion in the world, was his pleaſing 


employment: To advance the glory. of God and 


1 % 
„ 


—— + * 
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takes off from his public labors. But did 
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the ſalvation of precious ſouls ſeemed to be his chief 
delight. He ſerved God with his ſpirit in the goſ- 


pel of his Son, Never did he appear happier than 
when engaged in doing his Maſter's buſineſs. His 
own words which J will give you from a letter ad- 
dreſſed to me in the time of his illneſs, will better 
Hluſtrate this feature of his character, than any thing 
J can ſay; His words are theſe——* As to myſelf 
though ſtil] ſo weak as to be denied the privilege of 
reviſiting the courts of my royal Maſter, yet ſtill I 
am alive: I wiſh your help to raiſe a monumental 
Pillar higher than the region of the clouds, and to 
inſcribe on it, in capitals indelible, my ERENEZ ER.“ 
In another paragraph he goes on to ſay “ Should it 
be my Maſter's pleaſute to rrmand me once more 
from the gates of death, I beg your prayers that I 
may at length begin to live to ſome good purpoſe. 
Indeed, indeed, my brother, I hold nothing worth 
living for but his ſervice and honor: But without 
the arm of the Lord J ſhall till be an unprofitable 
ſervant.” . | ” By Ov2 

. IT; pleaſed God to render the laſt two years of his 
life, leſs comfortable to himſelf, and leſs uſeful to 
others. By a complication of complaints, and the 
long continued ill ſtate of his health, he was — 

not 
even. theo uſefully-preach patience and reſignation 
to the, will of God, ta all that were about him, by 
his calm and cheerful manner of enduring adverſity? 
Thoſe who were with him can tell, with what com- 
poſure he expected his diſmiſſion from this vale of 
miſery and tears, His numerous viſitants in the laſt 
days he ſpent in this life can tell, what a remarkable 
inſtance he was of that quietneſs and aſſurance which 
are the effect of righteouſneſs. His more immediate 
attendlauis will not ſoon forget thoſe: melting words, 


— 


that moving ejaculation wich which be inithed alt 


he had co ſay on earth. After having often repeated | 


the cry, Come Lord Jeſus, come quickly=Divine 


Saviour, why are thy chariot wheels ſo jung in come | 


ing?“ —He exclaimed, ' He is come He is come 


He is come and on his boſom let me lean my | 


head.” 


| Havixe uttered theſe words, with a a ftrengrh of 
voice ſurpriſing to all that heard him, and with a fer- 


vor of ſoul expreſſive o the moſt ardent delires to be 


with Chriſt; he in a few moments religned bis ſoul 
into the hands of God. i its Father, throv the, Lord 


Jeſus Chriſt: and aroſe, we truſt, with a WAIT EEA p, 
a PARSsONSs and a PRINCE,“ to ibide 15 4 diftinguüim- 5 


ed ſtar in the firmamene of Ae forever 


and ever. 


Max the dear family of: the dectalid; tain 4 
ſanctified improvetnent of this ſeyere alfliction! 17 


- May the Church ane Congregation uſually: Wor- 
ſhipping in this place, liſten to the langoage ef this” 


awakning diſpenfation!l © tn 


May Miniſters of the goſpel in — and big | 


brethren in Preſbytery, parucularly, attend to this 
piercing call from hezven! i A — 


In fine, admoniſhed by this awful dels a God's 


adorable providence, let us all, both Miniſters and 
people, learn to die bet us liſten to the: vuice of 


this rod and to the languageeÞchole ſealed lips 


They run in uniſon with that of Revelation Pre- 

pare to meet thy God, O Iſrael.” "Therefore be ye 

alſo ready, for in ſuch an hour as ye think not the 
Son of- man cometh.” O let us all, with every 


* The candid reader is aſſured that theſe „ SEE tothe 


public, not becauſe it is intended to elevate them above the other —. | 


of the living God i but becauſe their bodies once lay before the ſame 
from which dee n 
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eee to Gud fer new hearts: d 8 
aſſured ei in the Lord Jeſus Chriſt; that ſo 
death may not find us unprepared: Then may ve 
3 the e Poet und lay 2 
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4 + LG Death & the crews of hex 1 ihe 

Were + death deny d; ta live, would not be life. | 

_ Death wounds to cure ; we fall; we riſe ; we reign 7 

- Spring from our fetters ; faſten in the ſkies,  * & 

Mere blooming Epen' withers in our fight. - 

Death give ur more than was in EDER tft + n 

: "6 bis King of terrors is the Prince of peace. 
ben ball I Bevto | - ath ? 

"W088 oats 1 die ?—When, l live forever * ; 


then 

Mar the Almighty Gal che enchanting Wince 
of mercy, graciouſly grant that we all may have 
our fruit unto olineſs ; chen the end ſhall be life 
. . ; 94% (6 (14453 6 is 
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